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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 6 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to think of someone among 

family, teachers, and friends who protects 
your child. Ask your child why this person is 
trustworthy. 

 Tell your child that together you will learn that 
God showed his love and concern for us by 
sending Jesus to save and protect us.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 116 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Exodus 12:21–23).
 Ask your child these questions:

• What did Moses ask each family to choose 
and kill? (a lamb or young goat)

• What did he ask the families to celebrate? 
(Passover)

• What were the families to do with the blood 
of the lambs? Why? (They were to use the 
blood to mark the beams and doorposts of 
their houses. This would be a sign telling 
the Angel of Death to pass by these houses 
without killing anyone.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 117 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 6 activity booklet. 
Answers: Israel, lamb, families, Passover, 
doorposts, door, Egypt, beams, Angel of Death

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Jesus, 

Lamb of God” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle 
on page 3 of the chapter 6 activity booklet. 
Answers: See solution on the third page of this 
home guide chapter.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or he 

learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on page 

4 of the chapter 6 activity booklet to complete 
together during the next week.

 Invite your child to place sticker 6 in the 
appropriate space on the folder. 

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 6 activity booklet.

The Passover Lamb
Scripture Focus: Exodus 12:21–23

Lesson Goals
• to explain that the Israelites were spared from 

death because their doorways were marked 
with the blood of a lamb

• to identify Jesus as “the Lamb of God” who 
saved us from sin and death 

• to state that we receive the Lamb of God at 
Mass in the Body and Blood of Christ

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 116 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Exodus 12:21–23).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 

of the chapter 6 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
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“Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us” (Roman Missal). Do these words 
sound familiar? You hear them every time you go to 
Mass! But why do we sing or say the “Lamb of God” 
litany right before Communion? 

At Mass, when we receive Jesus’ Body and Blood 
in the Eucharist, we receive the Lamb of God. We call 
Jesus the Lamb of God because he sacrificed himself 
to save us from sin and death. 

At the Last Supper, Jesus established the 
New Covenant. But the Last Supper was also a 
Passover meal, celebrated by the Jewish People to 

commemorate the first Passover that you learned 
about in today’s reading. When Jesus offered his 
disciples bread and wine in the Last Supper, he told 
them these were his Body and Blood. He was telling 
his disciples that he was the new sacrificial lamb. 

Like the lambs sacrificed at the first Passover,  
Jesus sacrificed himself to save us. The next time  
you receive Communion, recall that Jesus truly  
is the Lamb of God. Say an extra prayer of thanks  
to the Lamb of God, who takes away our sins and  
the sins of the world.

Jesus, Lamb of God
1. Jesus and his followers celebrated the Jewish Passover 
meal. 2. The Lamb of God. 3. The Body and Blood of 
Jesus, the Lamb of God.

Key Word
litany  A prayer with a repeated response 
in which we call on the Father, Jesus, or the 
saints, asking for their help or prayers.

Review
1. What meal did Jesus celebrate with his disciples  
 at the Last Supper?
2. Under the New Covenant, Jesus sacrificed  
 himself for us. What is another name for Jesus  
 that reminds us of this sacrifice?
3. What do we receive at Mass in Communion?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “Jesus, the New Covenant” + activity, pages 24–26
If you have additional time, read the selection together, 
and invite your child to complete the activity.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 7 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to name someone who loves 

him or her. Ask your child to pray for that 
person each day this week.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
how much Jesus loves us. Explain that Jesus 
gave us the ultimate example of love when he 
died for us.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1516 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Matthew 27:50–54).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What happened to the curtain hanging in 

the Temple when Jesus died? (It was torn in 
two.)

• What else happened after the curtain was 
torn in two? (The Earth shook, rocks split, 
graves opened, and dead people came 
back to life and went into the city.)

• What did the soldiers say when they saw 
the earthquake and other strange events? 
(that Jesus really was the Son of God)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1517 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 7 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. c, 2. g, 3. h, 4. a, 5. b, 6. d, 7. e, 8. f

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Jesus Died 

for Us” on the second page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key words. Use the review 
questions to check your child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 7 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or he 

learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on page 

4 of the chapter 7 activity booklet to complete 
together during the next week.

 Invite your child to place sticker 7 in the 
appropriate space on the folder.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 7 activity booklet.

Jesus Gives His Life for Us
Scripture Focus: Matthew 27:50–54

Lesson Goals
• to recognize that Jesus, the Son of God, died 

on the cross for us
• to state that through his death and Resurrection, 

Jesus brought us back to God
• to identify the Mass as a celebration of Jesus’ 

death and Resurrection

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1516 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Matthew 27:50–54).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 7 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.
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If you have experienced the death of a family 
member or a pet, you probably have felt like death 
is an ending. You no longer physically get to see, 
snuggle, or talk with your loved one who has died. 
You miss your loved one and grieve this loss in your 
day-to-day life.

In today’s reading, we learn how Jesus died for 
us on the cross. By his death, he saved us from 
sin and brought us back to God. But we know his 
death was not the end! He rose on the third day and 
conquered death. We celebrate the Resurrection in  
a special way every Easter.

Paschal is another word for Passover. In 
the previous lesson, you learned that lambs were 

sacrificed at the first Passover to save the Jewish 
People from the Angel of Death. Today, Jews 
continue to celebrate the Old Covenant with God 
with a Passover meal. 

As the Lamb of God, sacrificed to save us, Jesus 
made a New Covenant between us and God. He 
took away the sins of the world! In the meal of 
the Eucharist, the bread and wine become Jesus’ 
Body and Blood. At every Mass, we celebrate our 
redemption, or salvation, from sin in the Paschal 
Mystery—Jesus’s Passion, death, Resurrection, and 
Ascension. 

Through the Paschal Mystery, Jesus brought us 
back to God. Thank you, Jesus!

Jesus Died for Us

1. Jesus died on the cross for us. 2. Jesus’ death and  
Resurrection freed us from sin and brought us back to 
God. 3. At every Mass and in a special way at Easter.

Key Words
paschal  Related to Passover.
Paschal Mystery  The mystery of Christ’s 
Passion, death, Resurrection, and Ascension.
redemption  Our salvation from sin 
through Jesus’ death on the cross.

Review
1. God loves us so much that he sent us his Son.  
 What did his Son do for us?
2. What did Jesus’ death and Resurrection do for us?
3. When do we celebrate Jesus’ death and  
  Resurrection?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know  
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the  
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “The Death of Jesus,” page 27
• “The Resurrection of Jesus” + activity, pages 28–29
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and invite your child to complete the activity.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 8 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to describe how he or she 

shows love for God, others, and self. Give 
suggestions as needed.

 Tell your child that together you will learn 
what Jesus taught us about love in something 
called the Great Commandment.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1556 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Mark 12:28–31).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What did Jesus say is the most important 

commandment? (to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength)

• What did Jesus say is the second most 
 important commandment? (to love our 
neighbor as we love ourselves)

• What commandment is more important  
than these two commandments? (No  
other  commandment is more important.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1557 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 8 activity booklet. 
Answers: Israel, only, Love, heart, soul, mind, 
strength, second, neighbor, love, important, two

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “The Great 

Commandment” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 8 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing she or he 

learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on page 

4 of the chapter 8 activity booklet to complete 
together during the next week.

 Invite your child to place sticker 8 in the 
appropriate space on the folder. 

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 8 activity booklet.

The Great Commandment
Scripture Focus: Mark 12:28–31

Lesson Goals
• to summarize the Great Commandment as the 

commandment to love God and others
• to identify that Jesus taught the Great 

 Commandment as part of the New Covenant
• to explain that if we love God and others, we 

will be keeping all the other commandments  
as well

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1556 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Mark 12:28–31).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of 

the chapter 8 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
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Have you ever tried to do two things at once? Try it 
now: Pat your head and rub your stomach. Can you 
do them both perfectly?

In today’s reading, Jesus commands us to do 
two things at the same time: to love God, and to 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves. These 
commandments together are called the Great 
Commandment. The Great Commandment is an 
important teaching of the New Covenant that Jesus 
made with us. 

So is Jesus saying that we can ignore the 
Ten Commandments? Not at all! Look closely at 
the Ten Commandments on page 1988 of The 
Catholic Children’s Bible. What do the first three 

commandments have in common? They tell us ways to 
love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
And what do the remaining seven commandments 
have in common? They tell us ways to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

Each part of the Great Commandment supports 
the other. We live out our love for God when we love 
one another as we love ourselves. Loving ourselves 
means taking care of ourselves as God’s children, 
created in his image. When we love others as we 
love ourselves, we show others the same kindness we 
show ourselves by staying healthy, strong, and safe. 
And when we love God, we naturally love all his 
creations, including our neighbors.

The Great Commandment
1. The Great Commandment is “Love God and love  
your neighbor as yourself”. 2. No, we live our love for 
God by how we act toward our neighbors here on Earth. 
3. No, if we love God and others, we will keep all the 
other commandments as well.

Key Word
Great Commandment  Love God, and 
love your neighbor as yourself.

Review
1. What is the Great Commandment?
2. Can we love God but be mean to our neighbor?  
 Why or why not?
3. Can we ignore the Ten Commandments and just  
 keep the Great Commandment?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “The Church,” pages 30–31
• “The Moral Law,” page 47
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your  
child’s understanding.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 9 

activity booklet.
 Take turns using the letters in your child’s 

first name as the initial letters to name acts of 
kindness. 

 Tell your child that today’s lesson focuses on 
the need to care for one another, because we 
are all children of God.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1846 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Ephesians 4:1–6).

 Ask your child these questions:
• How does this passage describe how we 

should always act? (We should be humble, 
gentle, patient, and tolerant.)

• What are we called to protect, or preserve? 
(unity)

• How many faiths, baptisms, and gods does 
this passage say there are? (See verse 5.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1847 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 9 activity booklet. 
Answers: patient, humble, tolerant, gentle, preserve 
unity

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Made in 

God’s Image” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 9 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or she 

learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 9 activity booklet to 
complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to place sticker 9 in the 
appropriate space on the folder. 

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 9 activity booklet.

Our Covenant Includes Others
Scripture Focus: Ephesians 4:1–6

Lesson Goals
• to identify that keeping the covenant includes 

treating others with kindness and respect
• to indicate that we care for others because we 

are all children of God with equal dignity 
• to recall that the last seven commandments are 

about loving others

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1846  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Ephesians 4:1–6).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 9 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.
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Think about someone with whom you argued recently. 
Do you normally like that person, or does she or he 
usually annoy you? Now remember that God made 
that person in his image. How does that change how 
you feel about her or him?

Recall that as God’s stewards, we must treat his 
creation with respect. How much more respect must 
we show to one another, given that God made every 
human being in his image? He created humans with 
a special dignity, which means that each of us is 
worthy of respect and kindness. 

We are all part of God’s creation. Because we 
are made in God’s image, we must take care of 
others and love everyone as God loves us. When 
we treat others with kindness and respect, we are 
keeping the New Covenant that Jesus gave us. Look 

again at the last seven commandments on page  
1988 of The Catholic Children’s Bible. All of them  
tell us how to love one another.

Loving one another does not mean it’s okay for 
others to bully you or treat you badly. You are not 
required to ignore bad treatment. In such cases, 
being respectful simply means that you never return 
unkindness with unkindness. Instead, showing respect 
might mean walking away, and perhaps asking a 
trusted adult for help. 

We must always be kind and work for peace—
even when it is hard, even if we are the only ones 
doing so! Jesus’ Great Commandment called us to 
love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
How can you love your neighbor today?

Made in God’s Image

1. Dignity means each of us is worthy of respect and 
kindness. This is because God made us in his image. 
2. When we recall that each of us is made in his 
image, we take care of others, love others, and treat 
them with respect and kindness. We keep the New 
Covenant in this way. 3. The last seven commandments 
are about loving others.

Key Word
dignity  Worthy of respect because we are 
made in the image of God.

Review
1. What is dignity, and why do we have it?
2. How does recalling that we are made in God’s  
 image help us keep the New Covenant?
3. What are the last seven commandments about?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!
We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource corresponds to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “Natural Law,” page 71
If you have additional time, read the selection  
together, and ask some questions to check your  
child’s understanding.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 10 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to brainstorm what a crown 

symbolizes (such as kings or queens, royalty, 
power, and so on).

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
different titles that we give Jesus, including 
calling Jesus our King, a kind and loving king.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1102 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Isaiah 9:6–7).
 Ask your child these questions:

• What names does Isaiah give to the child to 
come? (Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace)

• Whose successor will this child be, and 
what does this make him? (The child will 
rule as King David’s successor. That means 
he will also be a ruler or king.)

• On what will he base his power? (on right 
and justice)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1103 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 10 activity booklet. 
Answers: darkness, light, shadows, shining, joy, 
happy, rejoice, harvest

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Jesus Our 

King” on the second page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key word. Use the review 
questions to check your child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 10 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or  

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on  

page 4 of the chapter 10 activity booklet to 
complete together during the next week.

 Invite your child to place sticker 10 in the 
appropriate space on the folder.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 10 activity booklet.

Jesus Is Our King
Scripture Focus: Isaiah 9:6–7

Lesson Goals
• to identify Jesus as the royal son foretold by 

Isaiah
• to describe the meaning of some of the titles  

of the special king
• to summarize the meaning of “Jesus the King” 

as the one who cares for us always

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1102 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Isaiah 9:6–7).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 

of the chapter 10 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
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When you think of a king, do you think of someone 
wise and kind? Or someone who uses his power to 
mistreat people?

In today’s reading, the prophet Isaiah foretells 
that a savior, a wonderful king, would come to rule 
the Israelites. But when the Israelites thought about 
a savior, they imagined an earthly king who would 
rule them like King David did. They never imagined 
someone like Jesus, who lived a humble life as the 
adopted son of a carpenter.

But we know that Jesus is so much more than any 
earthly king could be. Jesus gave us the greatest gift 
when he died for us on the cross and rose again. 
He freed us from darkness when he triumphed, or 
won, over sin and death itself. 

Recognizing Jesus as our King is so important that 
we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King on the last 

Sunday of the Church year, right before Advent. This 
celebration reminds us that Jesus loves us and cares 
for us always. He gives us the help we need to join 
him in Heaven.

When you pray to Jesus tonight, consider 
using one of the titles Isaiah used to describe how 
wonderful Jesus is. These titles can help you recall the 
kind of King Jesus is for us.
• Wonderful Counselor: Jesus gives advice, or  

counsel, and shows us how to live. 
• Mighty God: Jesus conquered death and brought 

us life.
• Eternal Father: Jesus lives forever. 
• Prince of Peace: Jesus shows us how to treat others 

and live in peace.

Jesus Our King
1. An earthly king like King David. 2. The darkness of sin 
and death. 3. We celebrate Christ’s kingship on the Feast 
of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the Church year, the 
Sunday before Advent.

Key Word
triumphed  Won.

Review
1. What kind of king were the Israelites expecting?
2. What kind of darkness did Jesus free us from?
3. What is the name of the feast day when the Church  
 celebrates Christ’s kingship? When is it  celebrated?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource corresponds to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “Vocal Prayer and Meditation,” page 77
If you have additional time, read the selection 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.


